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Brian’s practice focuses on the litigation and arbitration of contract disputes. He is a 
member of the firm’s Real Estate, Development & Construction group, and a 
significant portion of his work involves representing contractors on federally funded 
construction projects. Brian has experience with the full range of controversies that 
arise during contract performance, as well as on post-completion problems such as 
allegations of defective work and false claims. 

Brian’s work on behalf of industry clients includes: 

- Representing a national real estate development company in dispute 
relating to $30 million renovation of a residential apartment building. The 
case settled during the discovery phase of the litigation. 

- Representing a national real estate developer on contract administration, 
compliance and audit issues during a Corps of Engineers design-build 
construction contract for a $1 billion Defense Department facility. 

- Counseling an international construction contractor in civil False Claims 
Act investigation and qui tam litigation alleging intentional violations of the 
Buy American Act. 

- Representing global engineering firm in litigation of professional negligence 
claims arising from the renovation and expansion of the Baltimore-
Washington International Airport.  

In addition to construction disputes, Brian represents service contractors and 
suppliers on compliance issues and disputes during the performance of federal 
contracts. He has particular expertise in the scope and application of the Trade 
Secrets Act and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) as they relate to the 
protection of contractor trade secrets and proprietary information. 

Representative Experience 
 Represented general contractor in arbitration arising from the $40 million 

renovation and expansion of a 500-room Hilton hotel. In addition to a delay 
claim and unresolved change orders involving eight subcontractors, issues in 
the arbitration included substantial owner claims for incomplete and defective 
work. 

 Advised Canadian manufacturer and supplier of construction components 
regarding strategies for conforming to Buy American Act and Buy America 
requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  

 Advised Northern Virginia owner of historic residential building in litigation of 
defective design and construction claims arising from the installation of window 
replacements. 

 Represented international energy developer in defending claims in excess of 
$40 million by an EPC (engineering, procurement and construction) contractor 
on a hydroelectric plant in Nepal. 

 Counseled a national real estate development company in dispute relating to 
$30 million renovation of a residential apartment building in Northern Virginia. 
The case was resolved by settlement during the discovery phase of the 
litigation. 
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 Represented a national construction engineering firm in protesting the award of a construction contract by a Virginia 
university. 

 Advised a national real estate developer on contract administration, compliance and audit issues in a Corps of Engineers 
design-build construction contract for a $1 billion Defense Department facility in Alexandria, Va. 

 Represented Department of Defense logistics contractor in reverse-FOIA litigation seeking to prevent disclosure of unit-
pricing and other proprietary information reflected in successful proposal  

 Represented a major American defense contractor in defending action by an Israeli contractor seeking to collect commissions 
due in connection with military contracts awarded by the governments of Australia, South Korea and Israel  

 Counseled information technology service contractor in protesting the award of a software support services contract issued by 
the Defense Health Information Management Service  

 Represented construction contractor protesting the award of a Corps of Engineers contract for the installation of tiebacks at 
Bluestone Dam in Hinton, W.Va.  

 Advised air transportation contractor in preparing and presenting claims for additional compensation arising from government-
initiated changes on a multibillion contract with the U.S. Postal Service  

 Represented a military software development contractor in defending a $10 million action for breach of contract, civil 
conspiracy and copyright infringement initiated by a software developer. The case was resolved by summary judgment.  

 Represented a global engineering firm in defending breach of contract and professional negligence claims asserted in 
connection with expansion of the Baltimore-Washington International Airport  

 Counsel for major business and software consulting firm in state and federal court litigation over the development and 
installation of Oracle Enterprise Resource Management software for the Baltimore City Public Schools. The case settled while 
client's motion for summary judgment was pending.  

Professional Associations & Memberships 
 American Bar Association, Public Contracts Law Section, Forum on the Construction Industry 

 Federal Bar Association, Northern Virginia Chapter 

 Virginia Bar Association, Public Contracts and Construction Law section 

Civic Involvement 
 Associated Builders & Contractors, Metro Washington Chapter, Management Education Committee 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Washington Building Congress 

Admissions 
 District of Columbia, 1996 

 Maryland, 2000 

 Virginia, 1994 

 U.S. District Court, District of Columbia, 1996  

 U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, 2001 

 U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, 1995 

 U.S. Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit, 2001  

 U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit, 1996  

 U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit, 1996 

 U.S. Supreme Court, 1999  
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Education 
 J.D., Cornell Law School, 1994 

Cornell Journal of Law and Public Policy, Managing Editor, 1993-1994 

 A.B., University of Georgia, 1990 
Phi Beta Kappa 

Publications & Presentations 
 Author, “Federal Circuit’s Decision Fixes Good Faith and Fair Dealing,” Modern Contractor Solutions, May 2014 

 Author, “The New Federal Contractor Transparency Rules,” white paper, February 2011 

 Author, “Differing Site Conditions,” Federal Government Construction Contracts, American Bar Association, second edition, 
2010 

 Author, “The Contractor’s Perspective on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,” Washington Building Congress 
quarterly newsletter, The Bulletin, Spring 2009 

 Author, “Mechanic’s Liens and Construction Matters,” Real Estate Transactions in Virginia, Virginia CLE, 2008 

 Speaker, “Practical Legal Guidelines for Contracting with the Federal Government,” L2 Federal Resources LLC webinar, 
June 2013 

 Speaker, “Managing Risk in Commercial Construction Contracting,” Associated Builders and Contractors Project Manager’s 
Academy, November 2012. 

 Speaker, “Brave New World of Federal Contracts,” Washington Metropolitan Area Corporate Counsel Association 
(WMACCA) seminar, September 2009 

 Speaker, “Legal Overview of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,” Construction Management Association 
of America (CMAA) leadership forum, Scottsdale, Ariz., May 2009 

 Panelist, “Practice Tips for Handling and Pursuing Claims,” Board of Contract Appeals judges reception, summer 2008 


